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FOURTH GRADE KNOWLEDGE-A-THON  
 
 
1. What is the capital of Wisconsin? Madison 

2. Name ONE of the 3 most populated cities in Wisconsin? Milwaukee, Madison or Green Bay 

3. In what year did Wisconsin become a state? 1848 

4. What is Wisconsin’s nickname? Badger State 

5. How did Wisconsin get its nickname? From lead miners in the 1800s  

6. What city in Wisconsin is known for inventing ice cream 
sundaes? 

Two Rivers 

7. What is Wisconsin’s domesticated animal? Holstein cow 

8. What is Wisconsin’s state tree? Maple 

9. What is Wisconsin’s state motto? Forward 

10. Wisconsin has a very special reference book that is only 
about our state.  What color is in the title? 

WI Blue Book 

11. What is the Indian meaning for Wisconsin? Gathering at the Waters  

12. Name ONE of the 4 states that border Wisconsin Michigan, Iowa, Illinois or Minnesota 

13. What region of the United States do we live in? Midwest 

14. Name ONE of the Great Lakes. Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie or 
Superior 
 

15. Name the largest freshwater lake in the world Lake Superior 

16. What is our national bird? Bald Eagle 

17. Who wrote the words to the Star-Spangled Banner? Francis Scott Key 

18. What was the title of the speech given by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.? 

“I Have a Dream” 

19. Who invented paper? The Chinese 

20. What do magnets stick to? Iron or metal 

21. Give ONE example of a type of leaf. Parallel, pinnate or palmate 

22. What do we call the change from gas to liquid? Condensation 
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23. What do we call the process by which liquid water 

changes into water vapor? 
 

Evaporation 

24. There are 4 stages to the water cycle.  Name one.  Evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, collection 
 

25. Name ONE of the 3 states of matter. Solid, liquid and gas 

26. What instrument is used to measure temperature? Thermometer 

27. What scale is used to measure temperature in the U.S.? Fahrenheit scale 

28. What is the metric term used to measure temperature? Celsius 

29. How many pounds are in a ton? 2,000 lb 

30. How many sides does a hexagon have? 6 

31. Name ONE of the types of angles Right, acute, obtuse 

32. How many inches in 1 yard? 1 yard = 36 inches 
 

33. What is an adjective? A word that describes a noun 

34. What do you call a special ending in music? A CODA 

35. Name ONE the four instrument families Brass, woodwind, string and 
percussion 
 

36. What is a conductor in music? Leader of a choir, orchestra or band 

37. Nonfiction books are arranged in number order.  Who 
invented the number system? 

Melvil Dewey 

38. Give an example of traditional literature. Fable, fairy tale, tall tale, folk tale, 
fantasy 
 

39. Where in the library are the dictionaries, encyclopedias, 
atlases and almanacs? 

Reference section 

40. What is a book called based upon a person’s life? Biography 

41. Name one aid that helps us read non-fiction text? Bold print, glossary, headers, 
illustrations, table of contents 
 

42. Name the special medal that is given once a year to the 
best written children’s book? 

John Newbery Medal 
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43. Give the definition of an allusion and an example. An allusion is any indirect reference to 
a well-known person, place, event, 
literary work, or work of art. For 
example, To open a Pandora’s box is 
to invite trouble. 
 

44. Give the definition of a phenomenon and an example. A phenomenon is an unusual, 
impressive or extraordinary 
happening. For example, Hercules 
completed twelve tremendous tasks. 
 

45. What mythical character had the "golden touch?"  King Midas 

46. What is a sculpture? A three-dimensional work of art, such 
as a statue. 
 

47. Name ONE of the warm colors on the color wheel. Red, orange or yellow 

48. What do we need in order to do many tumbling skills? Balance 

49. What muscle inside your body never rests? Heart 

50. What do you increase by doing push-ups? Endurance 

51. When you check your pulse rate, what does it tell you? Your heart rate 

52. What does it tell you if your heart rate returns to normal 
very quickly after you exercise? 

You are physically fit 

53. What is the range of movement in a muscle or joint 
called? 

Flexibility 

54. What are exercises that increase your heart rate called? Aerobic 

55. What is America’s most popular form of exercise? Walking 

56. What is the best thing to drink during times of physical 
activity? 

Water 

57. What is the name of the tissue that connects bones to 
bones? 

Ligament 

58. How many bones are in the human body?  206 
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59. What is the fluid that circulates through your body 

called? 
 

Blood 

60. What does the body’s immune system do? Fights off disease 

61. How do the tiny hairs on your body help the immune 
system? 

They protect against the invasion of 
germs 
 

62. What type of cancer might cigarette smoking cause? Lung cancer 

63. Most of your body is made up of what type of fluid? Water 

64. What part of your body should you wash often so that 
you won’t pass on illnesses? 

Your hands 

65. What habits help prevent tooth decay? Brushing and flossing 

66. What is treating your teammates or opponents with 
respect called? 

Sportsmanship 

67. What is another word for carbohydrate? Sugar 

68. A lack of potassium can cause you to do what during 
physical activity? 

Cramp up 

69. How long does it take the brain to recognize that you 
have eaten enough to feel full? 

20 minutes 

70. What is the new nutrition guide that shows a place 
setting divided into 5 groups?  

My Plate 

71. What two nutrients help build strong bones and teeth? Calcium and vitamin D 

72. What nutrient helps build and replace muscle? Protein 

73. What nutrient helps the body use energy from foods? Iron 

74. What are the 3 Be’s at Houdini? Be safe 
Be respectful 
Be responsible 
 

75. What are the three steps to controlling anger? 1. Say “stop” to yourself 
2. Take 3 deep breaths 
3. Count slowly to 10 
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BONUS QUESTIONS  
 

1. What is an artistic way of relieving stress? Painting, coloring, working with clay, 
singing, dancing, acting 

 
2. Name a form of energy that can produce light, heat & 

magnetism. 
 

 
Electricity 

3. What level should your voice be in the hallway? 
 

Level 0 

4. What side of the school hallway do you walk on? 
 

Right 

5. Name 4 body basics you do when someone says “Give 
me 5” 

1. Sit up tall 
2. Look at speaker 
3. Mouth closed 
4. Listening ears 
5. Hands and feet quiet 
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